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TOWN  OF  FATHER 

(REVISED  AUGUST,  1963  ) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  4 - 78  - 21  - W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  at 
mile  278.8  on  the  Edmonton,  McLennan  and  Grande  Prairie  branch  of  the 
Northern  Alberta  Railway  and  three  miles  west  of  Highway  No.  2. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,148  feet  Latitude  - 55/44  Longitude  - 117/12 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 57.6  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 4.5  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 33  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 9.82  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 48  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 14.62  inches. 

(Note  - Sections  3 and  4 were  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  sta- 
tion at  Berwyn). 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  shale  or  Kaskapar  formation  forms  bed- 
rock at  McLennan.  The  shales  of  this  formation  are  dark  black  marine 
shales  of  Upper  Cretaceous  Age.  These  shales  are  notably  lacking  in  good 
water  horizons. 

6.  SOIL 

Father  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
soil  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  which  may  be 
absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can 
usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black,  grey 
black  or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  leached  of  organic 
matter  and  considerably  greyer  than  the  top  soil.  The  total  depth  of  these 
surface  horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub-soils  are  gener- 
ally dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  50 
inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leach- 
ing of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients. 
Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in 
the  crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  re- 
quired, should  be  practised  for  best  resuits. 
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7.  HISTORY 

The  Town  of  Falher  was  named  after  the  Reverend  C.  Father,  O.M.I., 
a Roman  Catholic  missionary  who  came  to  Canada  from  Josselin,  Brit- 
tany in  1863.  Reverend  Falher  arrived  in  Grouard  in  1889,  where  he  be- 
came noted  for  his  outstanding  ability  to  speak  and  interpret  the  Cree 
language. 

The  district  was  surveyed  in  1909  by  Mr.  Selby  who  suggested  that 
a settlement  should  be  built  at  this  crossroad  of  the  Indian  trails  to  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia,  the  southern  part  of  Alberta  and  the  North 
West  Territories. 

Falher  is  a town  which  has  grown  from  the  nucleus  of  Roman  Cath- 
olic activities.  The  parish  of  Falher  was  established  in  1912,  with  a priest 
from  Grouard  holding  religious  services. 

The  first  settlers  arrived  with  the  completion  of  the  Edmonton-Dun- 
vegan  and  British  Columbia  Railway  (now  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway) 
to  Falher  in  1916.  When  the  townsite  was  surveyed  in  1919,  the  late  Bishop 
Grouard  sent  the  Rev.  Father  J.  A.  Quellette  to  establish  a Catholic  centre 
at  Falher.  The  magnificent  church,  convent  and  schools  which  are  located 
in  the  village  stand  as  a monument  to  the  early  efforts  of  Father  Quel- 
lette. 

The  hamlet  was  first  organized  as  a village  on  September  5,  1923, 
but  reverted  to  its  hamlet  status  on  April  1,  1926.  On  March  13,  1929,  it 
was  again  organized  as  a village  and  acquired  town  status  on  January 
1,  1955. 

The  Falher  Consolidated  School  District  No.  69  was  established  on 
December  8,  1919.  The  college  Notre  Dame  de  la  Paix  (Notre  Dame  of 
Peace)  was  officially  opened  on  September  2,  1950. 

Financial  facilities  were  first  available  through  the  establishment 
of  a branch  of  the  Banque  Cahadienne  Nationale. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Falher  is  the  centre  of  a good  mixed  farming  district.  Modern  build- 
ings line  the  wide  and  gravelled  streets.  In  the  residential  area  trees  line 
the  boulevards  and  the  local  residents  are  proud  of  their  flower  and  vege- 
table gardens.  Of  all  town  and  district  activities,  none  are  more  important 
or  closer  to  the  hearts  of  the  residents  than  those  which  centre  around  the 
church,  the  convent  and  the  college. 

Good  hunting  and  fishing  are  available  in  the  district. 

In  the  last  ten  years  an  average  of  six  new  houses  have  been  built 
per  year.  Average  rent  for  a five  room  house  is  from  $45  to  $55  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two-year  term  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secre- 
tary-treasurer administers  the  town  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  town  hires  one  Police  Constable. 

R.C.M.P.  detachment  stationed  at  McLennan,  police  the  highway 
and  rural  area. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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These  elevators  testify  to  the  importance  of  grain  farming  to  district  economy 


Building  Regulations  - Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings 
or  removal  of  buildings  must  be  approved  by  council  after  which  a per- 
mit is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  12  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1951  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  tank,  450  feet  of  21/2  inch 
hose,  600  feet  of  IV2  inch  hose,  2 hose  reels,  2 - 10V2  inch  foot  lengths  of 
4V2  inch  suction  hose,  couplings,  fog  nozzles,  1 - 30  foot  aluminum  exten- 
sion ladder,  1 - 12  foot  aluminum  ladder,  boots,  coats,  axes,  crowbars,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  Kimewan  Lake  and  pumped  into  a 13,000,000 
gallon  reservoir.  There  are  13  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  through- 
out the  town. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value  $ 85,300 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  795,640 

Business  109,820 

Power  10,750 

Gas  Line  2,810 

Telephone  Lines  2,200 

$1,006,520 

Mill  Rate 


Muncipal  41.9;  School  23;  Hospital  4.1;  Total  69  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  - 144.56  acres. 

Streets,  Road  and  Lanes  - 14.54  acres. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  - 9 acres. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Improved 


Provincial  Main  

Streets  and  Roads  

Gravel 

1.5 

5 

Earth  Total 

1.5 
5 

Lanes 

3.5  3.5 

Total  Miles  

10 

There  are  approximately  4.5  miles  of  concrete 

sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AMD  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 3 miles. 

Water  mains  - 3.5  miles. 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland 
Utilities  Limited. 

Domestic  Rate 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  270  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  - 1V2C  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  rate  - $1.50. 

Commercial  Rates 
Service  charge: 

First  1,000  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  - $1.00. 

Next  4,000  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  - 5c  per  100  watts. 

All  additional  watts  of  connected  lighting  load  and  the  connected 
load  of  all  single  phase  motors  and  heating  appliances  - 5c  per  200 
watts. 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 8c  per 
KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 6c  per 
KWH. 

All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 5c 
per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $2.00. 
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16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  Kimewan  Lake  and  piped  into  a 13,000,000 
gallon  reservoir  and  into  the  water  mains. 

Rates 


Residential  - $4.00  per  month  plus  $3.00  sewerage  charge. 

Industrial  - $5.00  to  $50  per  month  plus  $5.00  to  $15.00  sewerage 
charge. 

Parts  per  Million 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids  _ 
Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides  ...... 

Alkalinity 


858 
90 
160 
393. 

4 
115 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 


Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron  

Fluorine 

Remarks 


Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 


Nil 

Nil 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  Northland 
Utilities  Limited. 

Rates 

First  3 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 70c  per  MCF. 

- Minimum  monthly  bill  - $3.00: 

Industrial  rates  may  be  obtained  from  the  company. 


A Roman  Catholic  College  is  located  within  the  town 
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18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 19.5c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 2,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Winter  grade  - 19.6c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 19.6c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 40,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

None  used  in  town. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  crops  and  seed,  straw,  hogs,  sheep, 
cattle,  poultry  products,  honey,  lumber,  sand  and  gravel,  gas  and  oil. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Trea- 
sury Branch,  Peace  River  Health  Unit. 

Municipal 

Town  Office  housing  Committee  rooms,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Town 
Foreman,  Firehall.  The  M.D.  of  Smoky  River  No.  130  offices  are  located 
in  the  town. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  town.  All  health  services  are  centred  at 
McLennan,  13  miles  east. 

The  Peace  River  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  to  examine  pre-school 
and  school  children. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Notary  Public  1 

Beauty  Parlor  1 

Barber  Shops  2 

Watch  Repairs  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  - three  trains  weekly  to  and  from  Edmon- 
ton and  Dawson  Creek  via  Falher. 

Canadian  Coachways  - two  buses  daily  each  way  between  Edmonton 
and  Dawson  Creek  via  Falher. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  and  from  Edmonton. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Northern  Alberta  Railway  Tele- 
graphs, Post  Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Peace  River  (CKYL). 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 


Bank  of  Montreal,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch. 


29.  HOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms  Rates 
Adinac  23  $2.00  up 

30.  TOURIST  CAMP 

Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 


Elks,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Board  of  Trade. 


Beer  Licnse 
Yes 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Agricultural  Society,  Home  and  School  Association,  Dames  Ferm- 
iers,  Red  Cross  Society,  Ladies’  Homemakers  Club,  Athletic  Association, 
Co-op  Livestock  Association,  Catholic  Youth  Organization. 


34.  EDUCATION 

The  town  schools  constitute  a unit  of  the  Falher  Consolidated  School 
District  No.  69.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Home  Economics,  Shop,  Drama  and  Art. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 1 - 6 8 207 

Junior  High  7-9  5 115 

High  10  - 12  3 81 


The  College  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Paix  was  completed  in  1950.  Stu- 
dents study  theology,  commercial  subjects,  agriculture  and  industrial  arts 
at  the  college. 


Modem  new  schools  serve  students  of  a wide  area 
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35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity  Stage  Piano 

Gaiety  Theatre  322  platform  no 

Municipal  Hall  500  yes  yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Roman  Catholic  Parish  supports  a library  which  is  located  in 
the  basement  of  the  church. 

Drama  Club. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  4-H  Clubs. 

Girls  — Guides,  Explorers,  C.Y.O.,  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  - senior  and  junior;  hockey  - senior  and  junior;  softball  - 
ladies’  and  men’s;  badminton. 

Facilities 

Covered  arena  for  hockey  and  skating  with  a seating  capacity  of 
1,800;  baseball  diamonds;  school  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Annual  two  day  sports  event  held  in  July. 

Annual  Agricultural  Exhibition. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Co-op  General  Store, 
Co-op  Oil  Distributor,  Co-op  Sebd  Cleaning  Mill. 

42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountant  1 — — — 

Banks . 2 ■ — — — 

Bakery  1111 

Barbers  2 — — — 

Beauty  Parlor  1 — — — 

Blacksmith  2 2 — 2 

Building  Contractors 3 — — — 

Butchers 3 — — 3 

Cartage  Delivery  1 — — — 

Clothing  (men’s)  1 — — 1 

Clothing  (women’s 

and  children’s)  2 — — 2 

Coal  Dealer  . C.  1 — — 1 

Cold  Storage  Locker  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Appliances  2 — — 2 

Electrical  Contractor  ......  2 — — — 

Garages  and 

Service  Stations  5 — — 5 


General  Stores  3 — — 3 

Grain  Elevators  6 — — — 

(Total  capacity  672,400  bushels) 

Hardware 1 — — 1 

Hotel 1 — — — 

Implements  (farm)  3 — — 3 

Insurance  & Real  Estate  2 — — — ■ 

Jeweller  1 — — 1 

Lumber  Yards  1—11 

Milk  Distributor  1—11 

Machine  Shop  & Welding  2 2 — 2 

Oil  Distributor  3 — 3 — 

Painters  & Decorators  ....  2 — — — 

Pool  Rooms  2 — — . — 

Propane  Gas  Distributor  1—11 

Radio  Repairs  2 — — — 

Restaurants 2 — — — 

Woodworking  2 2 — 2 


43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  and  highway 
can  be  purchased  from  private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Mixed  farming  is  the  main  industry  in  the  area.  The  average  farm 
exceeds  400  acres  in  size.  About  65%  of  the  farms  are  owner  occupied 
and  75%  of  the  land  is  improved.  Barley,  oats,  wheat  and  forage  seed 
crops  are  all  equally  important.  In  recent  years  rape  seed  production  has 
expanded  rapidly. 

Although  increasing  gradually,  the  production  of  livestock  and  poul- 
try is  not  important  in  the  area.  A high  percentage  of  farm  cash  income 
is  derived  from  the  sale  of  field  crops. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  23  miles;  West  8 miles;  South  19  miles;  East  10  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 5,101. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 721. 


Many  fine  residences  are  being  built  as  the  town  grows 


— 9 — 


